[A study on expression of epidermal growth factor receptor in pleomorphic adenoma of lacrimal gland].
Expression of epidermal growth factor (EGF) receptor was examined in 32 cases of pleomorphic adenoma of lacrimal gland by means of an immunohistochemical method. While normal lacrimal glands were all negative for the antigen, EGF receptor was positive in 10 pleomorphic adenomas and the positive staining was mainly limited in the tumor cells in trabecular or duct-like arrangement or squamous metaplastic epithelium. These data suggest that the expression of EGF receptor be significantly higher in pleomorphic adenoma than in normal lacrimal gland, and also suggest that EGF receptor be expressed in the neoplastic cells which are considered to be of duct origin.